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Polynesian Seafarers and Way:ndersk SNilled vatigahors of hOe 
Paci:c "cean
Polynesian seafarers and wayhnders were some of tke most svilled nagi.ators in kistoryT ckese anxient 
epOlorers sailed axross tke gast Paxihx ,xeanu disxogerin. and settlin. on many of tke islands we vnow 
todayu sHxk as Sawaiiu Zamoau and New IealandT
cke Polynesians Hsed traditional metkods of nagi.ation tkat did not rely on modern texknolo.yT jnsteadu 
tkey Hsed tkeir vnowled.e of tke starsu tke sHnu tke oxean xHrrentsu and tke wind to .Hide tkem on tkeir 
boHrneysT ckey also Oaid xlose attention to tke -ekagior of -irds and otker sea lifeu wkixk xoHld indixate 
tke Oresenxe of land near-yT
,ne of tke most imOressige tkin.s a-oHt Polynesian wayhnders is tkat tkey xoHld nagi.ate oger tkoHz
sands of miles of oOen oxean witkoHt tke Hse of maOs or xomOassesT ckey Hsed a system xalled ,dead 
recNoning�, wkixk ingolged veeOin. traxv of tkeir dirextion and sOeed to estimate tkeir OositionT
cke Polynesians also Oassed down tkeir vnowled.e of nagi.ation tkroH.k oral traditionu witk stories and 
son.s tkat kelOed to teaxk tke nept .eneration of wayhndersT ckis vnowled.e was ki.kly galHedu and 
tkose wko Oossessed it were xonsidered to -e imOortant mem-ers of tkeir xommHnitiesT
codayu tkere are still OeoOle wko Oraxtixe traditional Polynesian nagi.ationu and tkere are eMorts to 
Oreserge and xele-rate tkis imOortant Oart of Polynesian xHltHreT cke svills of tke anxient Polynesian 
seafarers and wayhnders xontinHe to insOire and amaWe Hsu and tkeir le.axy liges on in tke islands tkey 
disxogered and settled so many years a.oT
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