
Past Perfect
Name: Date:

How to use past perfect?

The past perfect tense, also pluperfect tense, is used for actions that took place before a 
certain point in the past. It is often used together with the simple past tense.
 We use this tense to express:
 actions that took place before a certain time in the past
 Example: Little Miss Muvet sat on her tuvet after she had made herself some porridge.
 the third conditional
 Example: If the spider had not frightened her, she would haye jnished her porridge 
sitting on her tuvet.
 The signal words for the past progressiye are listed below: alread+, Sust, neyer, not +et, 
once, until that da+ etc.
 To conSugate the past perfect tense in English, we follow the rule: had A past participle.

Choose the correct answer 

1. After I _ my homework, I played video games.

haye jnished had jnished jnished

2. By the time we arrived at the cinema, the movie _ started.

had alread+ has alread+ alread+

3. She _ seen snow until she went to Canada last winter.

had neyer has neyer neyer

4. When I woke up, my sister _ for school.

had alread+ left has alread+ left alread+ left

5. The restaurant _ by the time we got there for dinner.

has closed closed had closed

6. He _ his keys and couldn't get into his house.

lost has lost had lost

7. After the party, the guests _ up all the decorations.

haye cleaned cleaned had cleaned



8. The football game _ before we arrived at the stadium.

ended has ended had ended

Mark the words in the past perfect. 

The school da+ had ended before she reached the bus stop. zhe had missed the bus and had decided 

to walk home. Hs she had walked through the park, she had seen a green ball in the bushes. zhe had 

picked it up and reali_ed that it had belonged to her little brother. (e had been pla+ing soccer and had 

lost the ball. zhe had called her mom to tell her that she would be late and had returned the ball to her 

brother. 

Write the past perfect form of the verb into the panels. 

M+ parents were angr+ because I )))))))))))))))))))))))))))) 'to forgetV to clean up m+ room before the+ 

arriyed.

The dog was tired because it )))))))))))))))))))))))))))) 'to runV around the park for an hour.

I couldn-t jnd m+ ke+s because I )))))))))))))))))))))))))))) 'to misplaceV them earlier.

The cake was burnt because I )))))))))))))))))))))))))))) 'to leayeV it in the oyen for too long.

The students were happ+ because the+ )))))))))))))))))))))))))))) 'to jnishV their proSect before the 

deadline.

The 0owers were dead because I )))))))))))))))))))))))))))) 'not to waterV them for a week.

The car wouldn-t start because I )))))))))))))))))))))))))))) 'not to chargeV the batter+.

The concert was oyer because the band )))))))))))))))))))))))))))) 'to pla+V all of their songs.

Put the words in the right order 

zhezhe  hadhad  jnishedjnished  herher  homeworkhomework  beforebefore  watchingwatching  T1.T1. 

jnished, had, T1., before, zhe, her, watching, homework

(e(e  hadhad  eateneaten  hishis  dinnerdinner  beforebefore  pla+ingpla+ing  yideoyideo  games.games. 

eaten, dinner, games., yideo, before, had, pla+ing, his, (e

The+The+  hadhad  studiedstudied  mathmath  beforebefore  takingtaking  thethe  test.test. 

before, math, studied, had, taking, The+, test., the

TheThe  dogdog  hadhad  sleptslept  onon  thethe  couchcouch  beforebefore  thethe  compan+compan+ 
 arriyed.arriyed. 

arriyed., The, dog, the, before, couch, compan+, on, slept, had, the



zhezhe  hadhad  cleanedcleaned  thethe  kitchenkitchen  beforebefore  herher  parentsparents  came2
came  home.home. 

the, zhe, before, her, parents, home., had, came, cleaned, kitchen


