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Drag the words into the correct panels 

Literary symbols are an __________________________ aspect of literary analysis as they add depth and layers 

of meaning to a text. They are objects, characters, or events that represent an __________________________ 

or concept beyond their literal meaning, and they can reveal hidden truths or themes within a story. 

Understanding the use of literary symbols can __________________________ the reader's appreciation of a 

work and provide a more profound insight into the author's intentions.

One example of a literary work that heavily relies on symbols is Frank Herbert's science "ction classic, 

I__________________________.I The novel is set in a distant __________________________ where noble families 

rule over planets, and the most valuable resource is a spice called __________________________, which is 

found only on the desert planet of __________________________. The spice is a symbol of power, wealth, and 

control, as it is essential for space travel and extends life. At represents the __________________________ for 

dominance and the lengths people will go to obtain it.

znother symbol in IDuneI is the __________________________ itself, which represents adversity and the 

harshness of life. The desert is a place of __________________________ and survival, and it re-ects the 

struggles of the characters as they navigate the political __________________________ and con-ict that 

surround them. The desert also symboliWes the idea of __________________________ and transformation, as 

it is constantly shifting and evolving.

__________________________ is also a signi"cant symbol in IDune,I representing life and scarcity. On zrrakis, 

water is a precious commodity, and its scarcity is a constant reminder of the planet's harsh conditions. 

The __________________________, the native inhabitants of zrrakis, have a deep reverence for water, and it 

is a symbol of their culture and way of __________________________.

The giant __________________________ that inhabit zrrakis are another symbol in IDune.I They represent 

the power of nature and the unknown, as they are both feared and revered by the characters. The 

sandworms are also a symbol of the planet's ecosystem and the delicate __________________________ that 

must be maintained to survive.

Finally, the __________________________, a secretive sisterhood with mystical powers, is a symbol of knowlB

edge and manipulation. They represent the idea of hidden agendas and the use of knowledge for 

personal __________________________.



An conclusion, literary symbols are crucial for literary analysis as they provide a deeper understanding 

of the themes and ideas within a text. IDuneI is a prime example of how symbols can be used to 

__________________________ the reader's experience and reveal the underlying __________________________ of 

a story.

Gater, danger, struggle, essential, intrigue, balance, Eene Sesserit, melange, future, Dune, sandworms, 

zrrakis, idea, life, enhance, messages, Fremen, enhance, gain, desert, change

Look at these common literary symbols and their meaning 

Symbol Meaning Example in Literature

Heart Love, /motion, zKection IThe Jcarlet LetterI by 
Nathaniel Hawthorne

LightCDark SoodC/vil, RnowledgeCAgnoB
rance

IHeart of DarknessI by Poseph 
Monrad

Gater Life, 4enewal, 5uri"cation IThe Old 1an and the JeaI by 
/rnest Hemingway

Fire Destruction, 5assion, 4ebirth IFahrenheit V()I by 4ay EradB
bury

Jeasons Mycle of Life, Mhange, 5assage of 
Time

IThe Sreat SatsbyI by F. Jcott 
FitWgerald

Eirds Freedom, Hope, zspiration IA Rnow Ghy the Maged Eird 
JingsI by 1aya zngelou

Molors >arious meanings depending 
on context

IThe Sreat SatsbyI by F. Jcott 
FitWgerald ?for example, the colB
or green symboliWes Satsby's 
hope and dreams@

Write down 3 symbols that can be found in the book you're currently reading. 

Jymbols in the novel...
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What does the symbol of the rose represent in literature?

Describe the symbolic signiNcance of the color green in literature.

Explain the use of the symbol of the crossroads in literature.

Hame some symbols commonly used to represent innocence in literature.

(ow is the symbol of the clock used in literature?


