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Introduction

This worksheet provides fundamental information about the Baroque period in art history.

Baroque
The term "Baroque" refers to an artistic style and period that dominated Europe from the early 17th 
century to the mid-18th century. Originating in Rome, the Baroque style quickly spread across Italy 
and into France, Spain, Portugal, Austria, and other parts of Europe. It succeeded the Renaissance 
and Mannerism periods and preceded the Rococo and Neoclassical styles. The term "Baroque" comes 
from the Portuguese word "barroco," meaning an irregularly shaped pearl, initially used pejoratively to 
describe the style's ornate and complex qualities.
Baroque art is characterized by its exuberance, grandeur, and dramatic intensity. It employs contrast, 
movement, deep color, and intricate detail to create a sense of awe and emotional engagement. The 
Catholic Church, particularly during the Counter-Reformation, promoted the Baroque style to convey 
religious themes with direct and emotional involvement, countering the simplicity of Protestant art.
In architecture, Baroque buildings often feature large central spaces, domes, and lavish decorations. 
Notable examples include St. Peter's Basilica in Rome and the Palace of Versailles in France. These 
structures were designed to impress and overwhelm the viewer with their grandeur and intricate details. 
The use of light and shadow, as well as the incorporation of dramatic elements like twisted columns and 
cartouches, are hallmarks of Baroque architecture.
Baroque painting is known for its use of intense colors, strong contrasts of light and dark (chiaroscuro), 
and dynamic compositions. Artists like Caravaggio, Peter Paul Rubens, and Rembrandt were central 
figures in Baroque painting. Their works often depict dramatic moments and emotional intensity, aiming 
to captivate the viewer. Caravaggio's realistic human figures and dramatic lighting, Rubens' energetic and 
movement-filled compositions, and Rembrandt's masterful use of light in portraiture exemplify Baroque 
painting.
In music, the Baroque period saw the development of new forms such as the concerto, sonata, 
and opera. Composers like Johann Sebastian Bach, George Frideric Handel, and Antonio Vivaldi 
were influential in shaping Baroque music. Baroque compositions are known for their complexity, 
ornamentation, and use of contrasts in volume and tempo.
Key terms associated with the Baroque period include:

• Chiaroscuro: A technique in painting that uses strong contrasts between light and dark to create a 
sense of volume and depth.

• Ornamentation: Decorative elements that are abundant in Baroque art and architecture, adding to 
the overall complexity and grandeur.

• Counter-Reformation: The period of Catholic revival that influenced the promotion and development 
of Baroque art to convey religious themes effectively.



The Baroque period was a time of innovation and emotional expression in the arts. Its legacy continues 
to influence various artistic disciplines, and its masterpieces remain celebrated for their ability to evoke 
powerful emotional responses. The Baroque style's emphasis on grandeur, drama, and intricate detail 
makes it a significant and enduring period in the history of art.
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Mark the correct answer. 

How did the Catholic Church use Baroque art during the Counter-Reformation?

To emphasize scientific discoveries of the period

To promote simplicity and austerity in religious themes

To support the Protestant Reformation

To convey religious themes with emotional involvement and grandeur

Which of the following is a characteristic feature of Baroque architecture?

Symmetrical layouts and geometric shapes Minimalist design and straight lines

Use of prefabricated materials Large central spaces, domes, and lavish decorations

Why is chiaroscuro an important technique in Baroque painting?

It avoids any use of shadows It focuses on bright, vibrant colors with no contrast

It emphasizes the use of primary colors

It uses strong contrasts between light and dark to create depth and volume

What was a common purpose of Baroque music compositions?

To follow strict, unchanging rhythms To provide simple, unembellished melodies

To avoid any dramatic changes in dynamics

To showcase complexity, ornamentation, and contrasts in volume and tempo

How did Baroque artists like Caravaggio and Rubens aim to engage viewers?

By creating energetic compositions filled with movement and dramatic moments

By focusing solely on abstract shapes and forms By depicting serene, peaceful landscapes

By using only monochromatic color schemes

Which of the following buildings is an example of Baroque architecture?

The Colosseum in Rome The Parthenon in Athens The Palace of Versailles in France

The Eiffel Tower in Paris



What aspect of Baroque art was particularly promoted by the Catholic Church during the 
Counter-Reformation?

Secular themes and subjects Religious themes with direct and emotional involvement

Depictions of scientific experiments Abstract and non-representational art

Which Baroque composer is known for his influential works in the concerto form?

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart Antonio Vivaldi Ludwig van Beethoven Franz Schubert
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  Name three key characteristics of Baroque art and explain how they contribute to its 
emotional impact.

  Describe how the Counter-Reformation influenced the development of Baroque art and 
architecture.

 Space for questions 

Write down your questions on the topic here.


